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Equal Pay Day 

� Equal Pay Day April 15th, 2009

� A simultaneous “Red Purse Day ”

all over Europe!!!
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What is
Equal Pay Day ?

� A special day when many women take to the streets to 

highlight the existing gap between men‘s and women‘s income

� Through simultaneous events and activities in various countries 

women make the pay gap visible and thus a public topic  
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Why an 
Equal Pay Day ?

The Equal Pay Day should raise public 
awareness about... 

� The discrepancy between women‘s and men‘s income 

for equal work

� How many weeks longer does a women on average need to  

work to have the same cash in her pocket as a man at  year 

end?
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Why an 
Equal Pay Day ?

� Highlight the macroeconomic disaster that this inco me 

gap creates

� Less income means less money for families, social coverage, 

pensions, investments and tax income

� Women often work part-time, in lower-income industries, in 

smaller companies

� Women get paid less for the same job

� Women limit their career opportunities when deciding for a family
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Identifying Feature: 
Red Purse

� On Equal Pay Day women wear a red purse and/or the red purse pin.

Red stands for red numbers; 

The red purse stands for red numbers 

in women‘s purses
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Equal Pay Day
The Logo

� Red numbers on our paychecks

� Less income below the line

� Red numbers in women´s pockets

� Designed by Natalie Schommler from Germany, 

available free of charge for non-commercial use
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Equal Pay Day 
The Results

� Awareness raising and mobilization

� Making the “unspoken“ pay gap a topic

� Through media coverage, the pay gap should become a subject of 

discussion

� Eventually the pay gap should diminish or even disappear 
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Equal Pay Day 
The Demands

� Transparency of the rewards systems in businesses

� Appraisals without discrimination

� More full-time work for women

� More women in management positions

� More women on boards of directors

� Better conditions for working mothers

� Encouraging women to become active and act responsibly 
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Equal Pay Day
The History

� Initiated by BPW/USA in 1988 as the “Red Purse Campaign “

� Brought to Europe by BPW Germany 

with the 1.Equal Pay Day in 2008

� Equal Pay Day throughout Europe in 2009
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In Retrospect 
1. Equal Pay Day ‘08

April 15th, 2008 – Events & campaigns in 31 locations in Germany:

Aachen Köln
Berlin Kreis Osterholz
Bochum Leipzig 
Bonn München 
Bremen Münster 
Burghausen Nürnberg 
Düsseldorf Offenbach 
Erfurt Oldenburg 
Essen Osnabrück 
Frankfurt Regensburg
Freiburg Saarbrücken
Göttingen Stuttgart 
Hamburg Weil am Rhein
Karlsruhe Weinheim
Hannover Wiesbaden
Kassel 

Diverse events with a total of 

6299 participanting women!!!

Information stand in Frankfurt
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Equal Pay Day
Events & Campaigns

� During lunch break women, equipped with a red purse, 

meet in town or go to the cantine

� During the “unhappy hour” cafes, bars, restaurants and retailers offer a rebate of 22% 

between 12h & 14h, equivalent to the pay discrepancy between women and men 

� Shops decorate their windows with red purses

� Women draw attention to the pay discrepancy with info stands and events in pedestrian 

zones or shopping centers
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Equal Pay Day
Events & Campaigns

� Women ride a rented red London bus through Göttingen

� Women march in Hannover around the Marsch lake

� Red balloons rise into the sky in front of the city hall in Bremen

� Women meet at central points in Berlin and Munich

� Speeches regarding pay inequality

� Workshops, e.g. salary negotiation skills

� Panel discussions 
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Equal Pay Day
Promotional Material

The countries with EPD events can decide what promo tional material they 

want to use. Some ideas are: 

� Flyers

� Notepads

� Post-its 

� Balloons

� Red bags

� Pens

� Gummy bears
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Reactions in the media
EPD Germany

In the two months around the Equal Pay Day 07.03. – 06.05.2008

� 1.081 articles and features nationally and internationally

� 24 million print runs

� 10 million gross coverage over internet (visits/day)

� Total coverage amounted to 50 million people
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Equal Pay Day
Web Portal

An important support is a Web portal to provide ext ensive information for the 

organizing BPW clubs and also for the general publi c

� For women and men about the topic 

“Equal pay for equal Work!”

� About the background Equal Pay Day

� About cause and effect of the pay gap

� Overview of regional events

� Contact persons

� Q&A about salary negotiations

� Articles and books about equal pay

� Press articles and press reviews 

� Links to ministries, helpdesk

Web portal example from Germany `08
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Equal Pay Day
2009

� Do the Equal Pay Day in your country!

15.04.2009

� For a “ Red Purse Day ” all over Europe!!!

� For more information, ideas and best practices

contact your national BPW Representative


