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BPW Ankara-Turkey Club 
Our Valuable President of BPW International and European Regional Coordinator, Distinguished Presidents and the Members of BPW,

I did not know that I would have the chance to speak up at a congress, which has high rate of participation and utmost importance. I have such a short preparation process as following  Ms. Canonica’s request for today. Therefore, more detailed information about our Club’s activities will be submitted to our high attention right after I turn back to my country.

I am Arzu Ozyol, and I am environmental engineer with the degree of MBA. As a consequence of very recent decision, I have started to my PhD degree at “environmental ethic” as well. Aside from these academic studies, I have an international project and consulting company, which has “non-profit company” status. However, I am also in another world with a different escapade. Recently, I am the member of BPW family, and the relevant studies of this organization occupy the majority of my life. 

My relations with BPW, which has been maintaining in a good spirit, started with a phone call in the last August.  With her highly impressive voice and expression, one woman was asking to me if I am interested in BPW or not. That woman was Dearest European Coordinator, Ms. Gabriella Canonica. Till that day, I have been engaged with “women issue” only within the sustainable development policies framework. Even though, I have been always a person, who approaches this issue with a little bit hesitation, I have requested more time for understanding BPW from Ms. Canonica. My first investigation about BPW revealed that mission and vision of the Federation are in parallel with my personal thoughts and ideas. Although, I was fully aware about the development process is long, painful and time consuming, I said “YES” to Ms. Canonica. The initial four-day Turkey visit of Ms. Canonica facilitated to know each other. I had a very difficult examination on that time, after our conversations, I think; she was convinced that I am a hardworking volunteer for the future of my society. On the last part of the visit, we worked for our official constitution.

We have already finished our foundation process and started our activities before the year of 2006. At present, we are continuing our activities with 40 members. 

In this one-year period, my devotion to BPW strengthened due to my attendance to EWL as an observer, CSW and CSD as a delegate of BPW and IDP Leadership Programme and of course this European Congress of BPW. I met lots of BPW members in these meetings and I was bounded them with love and respect.  The President of Our Federation, Ms. Viravan’s nomination of me to Sustainable Development and Environment Standing Committee was a great proud for me and encouraged me for my future plans. I feel that I am a part of this grand family when I receive promoting messages from the Clubs and members from Europe and these are also solidify the links among us. 

I would like to end my words by expressing my gratitude and thanks firstly to Ms. Gabriella Canonica and then to all BPW family.

I am very happy to be with you. Thank you very much.

