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Dear President of BPW Europe,

ECC gave me an important task this term – to maintain contact with BPW clubs from Eastern Europe. Officially, we have two federations in this region – BPW Estonia with 157 members and BPW Poland with 117 members  and a number of  associated clubs: one in Bulgaria, one in Croatia, one in Czech Republic, three in Latvia (Riga, Riga LBSIC, Saime Plus), one in Moldova, one in Romania, eight in Russia and three in Ukraine. That means that we have here over 634 members. But most of these clubs from Russia and Bulgaria since a few years haven’t sent to ECC any information about their activity and haven’t paid membership fee. We wanted to change it.

Meetings

1.In last September I was asked by Gabriella Canonica and Dagmar Bishof to visit  three clubs in Sankt Petersburg. We wanted to renew contact, see their current activities, motivate them to use our webside bpw-europe.org  and present  Ann Swain’s schedule of repayment of unpaid fees to the federation. In this way between  September 29th till  October 2nd I an had opportunity to be in Sankt Petersburg  for the second time in my life. I had a couple of meetings with Presidents: Olga Yakubowksaya – President of BPW Nord-West, Lena Woloshenko – President of BPW First and  Natalia Zielenskaya  - President of BPW Neva and her board. All clubs recieved copies of BPWI handouts -  WELCOME TO BPW INTERNATIONAL with full information about our aims, structures, executive board, services for members. All clubs have accepted agreement for repayment schedule of unpaid dues. BPW Neva’s signed the letter. We discussed also their activity and possibility to be more visible in women’s environment. All Presidents declared their participation in the Congress. 

2.  Meeting in October 28th with Ulla Lisa Blom – President of the Swedish Federation in Warsaw during the Polish –Swedish conference  „One hundred women’s role“ with participation of Kirsti Kolthoff -EWL President.  Ulla- Lisa gave me information and leaflets about Stockholm Congress. 

3. November 3rd I was in Nikosia, invited by Artemis Toumazi – Past President of BPW Cyprus on board’s federation  meeting. Artemis wanted to present 

the  board members and show their dedication to BPW. It was a very interesting experience because they spoke Greek and I really understood nothing. But, I saw and felt the atmosphere of a  very good job that was executed by over 20 members. I had an opportunity to read materials about their future project similar to these which I wrote together with the  officer of Poznań City Council. 

4. April 8th.Dagmar Bishof  visited Poznań, she participated in the Annual Meeting of the Polish BPW Federation.. We discussed financial issues of ECC. We had suggested financial support for clubs from Eastern Europe which will arrive to Stockholm. Gabriella Canonica accepted it.

5. May 8th I was invited by over 50 students from the department of  sociology from the University of Adam Mickiewicz in Poznań for a meeting with them. During 1,5 h I presented BPW as one of the oldest International Women’s organisations, our aims, structure and activities.

Communication

Using e-mail and phone I tried to have contacts with clubs from Russia, Ukraina, Bulgaria, Czech but couldn’t do it with all of them. I had very frequent contact with Irena Wojciechowska – President BPW Moskwa, Maria Kazmukova – vice president BPW Prague, Ludmila Gorova – President BPW Donetsk, Lena Woloshenko – President BPW First Olga Yakubowskaja – President BPW St.Petersburg Nord- West, Natalia Zielenskaja  and Tatiana Gorich – President and Vice President BPW Neva, Tatiana Kruchinina – President BPW Kaliningrad

Participation in European Social Fund Project

Remembering that BPW main aim is development of the professional potential of women at all levels I have been involved with  UE project’s work for over two years. This is the biggest project in Poland brought to life in the local partnership with city council and women organizations. The Poznań City Council is its leader but BPW is a project’s executive body, we have employed for this project 14 people. The project is entitled “Complex Consulting and Training program a chance for women of Poznań and its Administrative District” I’m its coordinator and I started to realize this project at the  end of december 2005.

The main aim of the project is to increase the level of women’s participation in socio-professional life of  Poznań and its administrative district.
Beneficiaries of the project are unemployed women, those returning into the job market, women from rural areas, women leading their own businesses or those willing to start now.  Subject of the project is to improve and to raise skills and qualifications 
for women in today’s modern employment conditions. Also, assistance in job search through complex training and consulting services based on modern techniques and technologies. Educational and informative conferences to help overcome stereotypes in regards of  women’s and men’s role in business and family life. Cooperation with a chosen bank and other institutions willing to co-operate with women starting their own businesses. During two years we would like to support 1100 women from Poznań and its administrative district among  those: training 600, find job for 240, to 150 women  the transport expenses will be returned  and 120 children of beneficiaries will attend a kindergarten for 3 months.

Until now we have registered over 520 women. We can observe them, see their expectations and our capabilities and we try to help each of them, if they want it. Like for instance for 28- year- old woman without writing and reading abilities we organized private Polish lessons.  Work for unemployed women isn’t easy but it gives a chance to get to  know them better and support them better. We are very thankful that the European  Social Fund helped us with our activity.

I would like to thank Gabriela Canonica and Dagmar Bishof for cooperation and a wonderful work for ECC. 

Ewa Papla

ECC member
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