XII CONGRESS OF THE EUROPEAN FEDERATIONS OF  BPW INTERNATIONAL

STOCKHOLM, 9 – 11 June 2006

First Part: Participatory status 

Madam President, Madam Regional Co-ordinator, Distiguished Guests, Dear fellow Members,

I am sure that you already know how and when the European Coordinating Committee was set up. However, as we have elections every three years I’d like to speak for those participants that have become involved  in our events only recently and do not know all our history.

In 1981 the BPW Club Strasbourg – the city where the Council of Europe is situated – celebrated the tenth anniversary of its foundation. The members of the Club wanted to share their joy with the other Federations and Associate Clubs  and so invited all of them to Strasbourg.  The Presidents felt that this type of co-operation and interchange was so successful that they decided to set up a Committee to act as a co-ordinator between the Federations; this Committee would chose themes on which to work  in order to present the ideas of European  business and professional women to the Council of Europe.

The Council of Europe was founded in 1949 and is the oldest and largest of the political bodies in Europe. It regroups 46 states  and works for the construction of a Europe based on justice and equality, a Europe of freedom and peace for all.

The Council of Europe accorded the first consultative statuses in 1952. The International Federation of Business and Professional Women as an NGO had received consultative status of the Council in 1977 and in 1981 felt the need to co-ordinate the work of her various organisations and become more visible as a powerful and well-organized  group and at the same time contribute more usefully to what the Council of Europe was doing.

Since then much has been done: the Federations and Associate Clubs have worked on items which have allowed them, through their Representatives at the Council of Europe, to participate actively in Council meetings. The themes that have been dealt with up to now are:

· Part-time work and Retraining

· Women in rural areas

· Unpaid work by women in family enterprises

· The  second generation of migrant workers

· Data Protection

· Women between two worlds: home and professional work

· Qualifying for tomorrow

· Towards 2000: women creating a better world

· The European bill of rights of the girl child

· New Millennium – new challenges. Women as leaders and decision-makers

· Women and globalisation: for peace, work, quality of life, equal opportunity and progress.

This triennium our international theme is “New Dimensions of leadership” and here in Stockholm we will discuss how women can make a difference in the labour market, in careers, as community builders and as inventors. Final papers should go to the Council of Europe with a motion, so that we can benefit from the fact that now our consultative status has become participatory status,  something much more important but a responsibility which requires active commitment on our part. 
Thank you for your attention 

Livia Ricci, BPW Representative to the Council of Europe
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STOCKHOLM, 9 – 11 June 2006

Second part: Participating

Madam President, Madam Regional Co-ordinator, Distiguished Guests, Dear fellow Members,

I don’t know if BPW Sweden has obtained observer status at the 6th Ministerial Conference on Equality between Women and Men, which is being held in these days (8-9 June) here in Stockholm. It will be interesting to see what the outcome is but in any case we can link our Congress to this conference and prepare a motion to send to the Council of Europe.

And so, let’s go back to the Council.

Today there are 375 Non Governmental Organisation (INGOs)  who have participatory status

 at the Council and BPW is one of these!

There are 4 big pillars in Europe working on issues like peace, justice and equality:

· The Conference of INGOs

· The Committee of Ministers and the Parliamentary Assembly
· The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
· The Council of Europe itself
The Conference of INGOs meets 4 times per year, more or less at the same time as the Parliamentary Assembly. 

The Parliamentary Assembly brings together politicians who are the elected representatives from 46 countries. It is composed of 600 men and women who come together to debate issues of the moment, to request action from Europe’s governments. They speak in the name of the 800 million Europeans who elected them. The European governments, represented in the Council of Europe by the Committee of Ministers – are obliged to answer them.

The texts adopted by the Assembly – recommendations, resolutions and opinions – provide guidelines for the Committee of Ministers, national governments, etc. and are adopted through legislation and practice.

Some of the items currently under observation are the plight of refugees, the problems of emigrants and  immigrants and the respect of the rights of these unfortunate people, an issue that concerns not just Europe but the whole world.

What does participatory status mean? It means that we should actively participate in the process of reflection and in the elaboration of conventions and recommendations. It constitutes an expression of democratic pluralism and an essential element in the development of a Europe for men and women alike.

We, the European BPW Federations, should work together with the Committee for Equal Opportunities for men and women at the Council of Europe on issues of common interest: new ways of leadership, the charter of the rights of the girl child (which will be the theme at the CSW of UN for the year 2007), the role of women in conflict management and increasing the number of women in decision making positions. 

Let’s prepare a motion at the end of this Congress: a motion that all the European Federations will have to present to their governments and to the President of the Conference of INGOs at the Council of Europe, Annalise Oeschger.

Thank you for your attention 

Livia Ricci, BPW Representative to the Council of Europe

