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REPORT BPW UK/January 2005 – May 2006
The Board of Directors 2006:


Ann Wiseall


National President


Sue Brown


Immediate Past National President


Elizabeth Burden

Finance Director


Jackie Smith


Action and Resolutions Director


Nikki Bennett-Willetts

International Director


Leandre Monroe

Marketing Director


Sue Dewey


Membership Director


Pam Bellis


Training and Development Director


Avril Stewart


Company Secretary

Head Office:


Sue Tonge


Office Manager


Tracy Bacon


Office Administrator

Committees:

      
Action and Resolutions

International Award


June O’Dell Award for Training


Lucy Cavendish College Liaison


Members Emergency Fund


Probus Women’s Housing Society


Public Speaking Competition


Ruth Tomlinson Memorial Fund

Clubs and members:


BPW UK has 42 affiliated clubs and 828 members at 30 May 2006.
Activities and events:

· six issues of BPW News have been published which are sent to every BPW member, other women’s organisations, our female members of parliament and other interested parties. This publication contains information about past and forthcoming events, articles about club and regional activities as well as on issues of current interest especially those which affect women and girls
· a monthly newsletter is also sent to all members which contains a letter from the National President and an update from each director on their particular activities

· the website is kept up to date by the Head Office and by each director

· BPW UK works closely with other women’s organisations and has representation on the Women’s National Commission and the Commission for Equality and Human Rights

· BPW UK National Conference in April 2005 debated motions on food supplements, mental health, state pension entitlement and Beijing +10 violence against women. Indira Patel was our guest speaker in the international session 
· BPW UK National Conference in April 2006 debated motions on self harm and small and medium enterprises. Our themed sessions focused on the environment and the international session featured Lesha Witmer, Chair of the Water Task Force BPWI. We were also pleased that Liz Benham, 2nd Vice President BPWI, was able to join us although for a short time

· June 2005 saw a 32 strong BPW UK delegation at the International Congress in Lucerne

· Birmingham was the venue for our autumn weekend with a theme of ‘Looking After Me’

· A two day visit to Westminster in October 2005 was a great success and which offered members the opportunity to meet with several members of parliament. From this we will be starting a new BPW Parliamentary Group very shortly
· Also in October 2005 London hosted the European Women’s Lobby meeting linked with a seminar on violence against women which several members were able to attend

· European Coordinator Gabriella Canonica was a guest at BPW Network London where she enjoyed meeting some of our members

· In February/March 2006 BPW UK International Director, Nikki Bennett-Willetts, attended the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York

· BPW UK has awarded bursaries to mature female students at Lucy Cavendish College, Cambridge
· In association with the English Speaking Board, BPW UK organises a Public Speaking Competition for young people aged between 15 and 18; this takes the form of a public meeting in miniature and heats are arranged by clubs and regions culminating in a national final in March each year

· Clubs and regions have held many meetings with a wide variety of speakers and activities; several clubs have celebrated their 50th and 60th anniversaries during this period; many have adopted international projects, particularly following the tsunami and also for the global peace village in Sri Lanka
Ann Wiseall

National President

BPW UK

31 May 2006
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