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Dear Colleagues,

On the 25th of April 15 years will pass since the 1990 when the first Business and Professional Woman Club in Central – Eastern Europe was opened, this happened here - in Poznan. At that time 17 professionally active women from different backgrounds, with various interests founded the club. The initiator of this movement was Sylwia Zapalska – a judge form the Administrative Supreme Court along with her friend Gerta Lestock – a member of BPW Cleveland (Ohio – USA)

Sylwia Zapalska became the Club’s first president.

In December 1992 a Federation of Polish BPW Clubs was formed through the alliance of BPW Clubs in Gdansk, Lublin, Szczecin, Poznan and Warsaw.

Bozena Moskalewicz from Warsaw became the Federation’s first president.

I am proud to be part of this movement, a movement that is fueled by a group of fantastic women who are motivated by the idea of jointly working towards a “better world.”

We have been working together since 15 years, and even upon meeting colleagues who no longer regularly attend our meetings, we are always bound by a special friendship grounded in our common memories and experiences. 

The Polish BPW Club Federation is a member of the European Federation as well as the International Federation, which was founded in 1930 in Geneva, with American Lena Madesin Philips as its first president.  

The 75th annual International BPW Federation Meeting will take place in Lucerna (Switzerland) later this year. 

The goals set by The Polish BPW Federation are furthering the integration between BPW Clubs, representing them in The International Federation, versatile activity aimed at promoting professionally active women, enhancing their professionalism, as well as striving to achieve a higher status for women in political, economical and social arenas.

BPW Clubs in Poland:

· work in favor of professionally active women and support their initiatives,

· call for men and women to gain an equal status and share  equal opportunities in their professional,  social and political actions,

· insist that more women hold decision making positions,

These BPW Clubs are constituted of entrepreneurs, doctors, lawyers, university staff, women holding responsible positions.  From the very beginning, seminars and meetings with renowned professionals were held, in the effort to raise the members’ awareness concerning social communication, national financial policies, gender equality politics and woman’s health issues.

The Polish BPW Federation’s headquarters is located in Poznan - this is why here, we personally recognize the achievements of our two local Clubs most clearly.

For instance:

Since 1993 BPW Club Poznan has been awarding outstanding women from Poznan and Wielkopolska, who achieved professional and social success, through granting them the “woman of the year” title.

Since 1996 BPW Club East – West jointly with the “woman for women” association has been running the Poznan Office for Woman’s Affairs that offers legal aid and support for women who are faced with financial hardship.

The Poznan Clubs actively take part in the Pre- electoral Coalition of Women, which is a joint effort of a variety of associations, which support and promote women in electoral campaigns to the parliament and local offices. The Clubs organize conferences concerning the means to promoting woman’s professionalism and entrepreneurship – especially since our EU accession.

In the contemporary world, non-governmental organizations play a vital role in the development of societies, especially in building a civil society – The Federation of BPW Clubs is one of them.

In accordance with our statutory prerogatives, and in the spirit of our recently lost Holy Father – John Paul the II, The Polish BPW Federation takes the responsibility of being Poland’s ambassador the world upon its self. Through participating in numerous international and European events we represent our country, we take an active part in conferences, we make our selves heard of and express that we are proud of our national heritage.

This attitude results with a growing interest in our country, it motivates more people to decide to come visit us and see what POLAND  really is!

It is my pleasure to stress that our visitors generally leave with a very positive impression of Poland. In most cases these people visit us again and encourage their families and friends to discover Poland as well.

The exposure The Polish BPW Federation in the international arena is a very effective means towards promoting our country throughout the globe.  This contributes to forming Poland’s international identity, to present it as a reliable partner.

The EU directives entail the equal status of men and women.  Through our initiatives, our organizations help materialize this goal. Recently we were invited by Magdalena S´roda  - the government proxy for the equal status of women and men – to take part in a discussion concerning The National Development Plan 2007 – 2013, which involved Minister Jerzy Hausner, the legislations’ author, at the Council of Minister’s Department in Warsaw.

I would like to express my deep feeling of gratitude to all my colleagues, BPW members for their sincere involvement in our Federation's work towards enhancing the status of women, thus in building a safer world. 

dr Antoneitte Ruegg – President of the International Federation, reminds us that every member of the BPW is simultaneously a member of BPW International, and as such is part of a forum of free discourse and the open exchange of opinions. 

  The best proof of the integration and sympathy between fellow members through out the world is the presence of BPW Clubs from Germany, Italy and Switzerland, we are extremely happy to have you here!

I would also like to thank President of Poznan, Ryszard Grobelny who gave us the honor to auspice the celebration of Poland’s BPW Club’s 15th Anniversary.

I wish all of us for Poland, which is now part of the EU, to further develop and be a strong partner in building a safe world.

Katarzyna Bekasiak

Polish BPW Federation

President,   

