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Friday morning 16. November 2007
Your Excellency Mr President Mesic
Honoured guests 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to Pula this weekend.
I am delighted that we have all come together this weekend to take part in this 2nd BPW Danube Net forum.

We are of course delighted and honoured that you, Mr. President, are here today. Not only that it means a lot to us here at the BPW Danube Net, but I also believe that your presence here underlines the importance of what the BPW Danube Net is trying to achieve overall for all women in the Danube countries.

We are especially honoured that you agreed to become the patron of this 2nd BPW Danube Net Business Women Forum.  In doing so you have demonstrated clearly how important the contribution is that women’s entrepreneurship makes to the economic life of a modern, dynamic country such as Croatia – and indeed of any of the countries represented in the BPW Danube Net. 
This is also reflected in the presence of further esteemed guests here today to whom I would also like to extend a very cordial welcome:

First of all Mr. Vidoševic, President of the Croatian Chamber of Commerce, whose tireless efforts to promote economic ties between our countries must be mentioned here – including of course the Chamber’s  strong contribution in promoting entrepreneurship in Croatia.
Our heartfelt thanks also go to a number of organisations and insitutions which, through their presence here today – also as patrons of this event – are also demonstrating their support for the BPW Danube Net.

The Danube.
The Danube, starting in the Black Forest in Germany and ending in the Black Sea in Bulgaria, is a line which, affected by over 2000 years of history, links ten countries and many cities and regions. The Danube is a true symbol of communication and cooperation between these nations. In the future, too, the Danube area will certainly see continued development benefitting almost 200 million people who live there.
It is not only political and economic developments which will drive the increasing links between the Danube countries, but also the cultural, scientific and transnational projects taking place between cities and regions across the whole area.
Currently, no fewer than six of the Danube countries are members of the European Union. Romania and Bulgaria, as numbers five and six, joined the EU at the beginning of this year. Croatia also sees its future as a member of the Community – and we hope to welcome you in the EU in the not-too-distant future.
BPW is represented through its clubs in 8 of these 10 Danube countries. The aim of the BPW Danube Net is to connect businesswomen, to identify business opportunities and to link business partners. It is a platform for international cooperation, with each country being able to acquire specific know-how on its partners, as well as sharing  intercultural competence and innovative ideas and pursuing cultural exchange.
Last but not least, the BPW Danube Net is making a contribution to Europe’s economies growing closer together.

Our topic this weekend is women entrepreneurs and intrapreneurs - women in business. 

It is said that Europe should become the most dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world. This was agreed by the Lisbon strategy, and this means we need more entrepreneurs – more dynamic women entrepreneurs.
For women entrepreneurs – just like any entrepreneur – success depends on many factors.  First and foremost it depends on the individual’s motivation and capacity to identify opportunities and pursue them. In this spirit, women entrepreneurs are creating jobs and business opportunities in every country in the Danube region. And this is happening in a wide range of activities, such as tourism, crafts, services and arts, culture and science, not to mention the significant role played by women inventors. These activities will be reflected in the workshops being held tomorrow.

Before I finish I would just like to thank the organising committee, especially Alida Perkov, who all did such excellent work in preparing this 2nd BPW Danube Net Forum.

Our thanks go also to our sponsors - Uniline and the Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung – who provided invaluable financial assistance for this forum.

