About the cultural variety of Europe and the magic of the Hanseatic League: 

The BPW Hansenetwork was actively involved in the 26. International Hanseatic Days in June 2006 in Osnabrueck.

Reported by Katrin Thiem, BPW Club Muenster 

Osnabrueck, the city of Lower Saxony been in the northwest of Germany, located at a small river with the unusual name Hase (hare), is actually rather contemplative with their 150,000 inhabitants as spectacular. On the occasion of the international Hanseatic Days which took place from 26. to 18 June 2006, suddenly, the number of inhabitants doubled itself purely computationally for short time. The annual member meeting of the revived "Hanse of the modern times" pulled 150,000 visitors out of whole Europe to Osnabrueck. Spirit and magic of the old Hanseatic League revived in up-to-date form again. Also among the visitors were occasionally up to 90 European BPW ladies, mostly from the Hansenetwork clubs of Bremen, Hamburg, Goettingen, Muenster, Kiel and out of the international framework from Estonia, Finland, Latvia and the Netherlands. For the first time, also among them, member women from the club of Osnabrueck, which is straight freshly established at the end of May 2006. A more tremendous start as the Hanseatic Days you cannot imagine as pushing motivation.

From the 12. to the 17. Century,  the Hanseatic League was first a union of the tradesmen for safe-conduct and protection against robbers on the trade routes. Later on, it grew into a spacious city combination with 200 member cities in the entire northern Europe area, from Amsterdam to Luebeck, Danzig, Tallin in Estonia, the Finnish Turku, even to the Russian Nowgorod. Thus, the Hanseatic League was the largest independent historical city combination in the world and still it is. Though nowadays, most people relate the word Hanse usually rather to the license numbers of the cities Hamburg and Bremen or the football club Hansa Rostock. 

The "Hanse of the modern times" was newly-established in 1980 on the occasion of the 750-year-anniversary of the Netherlands city Zwolle and exclusively historical Hanseatic cities are allowed to become members. In the meantime, their number amounts to 163, located in Germany, the Netherlands, Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Norway as well as England.

The new Hanseatic League, meanwhile, developed rapidly to a movement of magic and above all European-wide attraction because of their annual international Hanseatic Days, that yearly takes place in another member city. This year, Osnabrueck organized the international Hanseatic Days and placed the stage for the presentations of 107 cities from 14 countries. A lot more besides this, we learnt on the occasion of a vivacious and refreshing city guidance through Osnabrueck in the Saturday morning. 

However, starting from the beginning:

The Hanseatic Days for the BPW's already started on Wednesday in Bremen. There, the guests from Latvia, Estonia, Finland and the Netherlands met the German BPW women and, especially, Ulrike Bauer the soul and organizer of the BPW Hansenetworks. I suppose, it must have been given a big hello and very cordial greetings on the occasion of seeing again one year after the Hanseatic Days in the Estonian Tartu. In any case, this was my feeling at Friday noon in Osnabrueck, when I joined the ever more largely becoming group of the BPW Hansenetwork ladies. In the previous year, I also participated in the meeting in the Latvian Riga and in the Estonian Tartu, and I was even inspired. Still a photograph of the group, taken up in June 2005 in a magnificent Riga Art Nouveau villa, hangs above my desk. And  already in June 2006, I added a new one from Osnabrueck. The participants of the supporting programm in Bremen reported of a very stylish and impressive receipt in the Bremen Chamber of Commerce, genuinly Hanseatic; furthermore, of a guided tour through the old town of Bremen where they have been told some anecdotes and stories about important women in the Bremen history, and of a trip to the environs of Bremen to a historical farm, where BPW member Katrin Bindernagel Wildt presented her jewellery studio. 

Moreover, there should be mentioned especiallly that the BPW ladies from Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Holland were given a warm welcome in the private accomodation of several Bremen BPW members. 

On Friday morning, the participants went from Bremen to Osnabrueck. 

First, the ladies were invited to a receipt in the historical Council Hall, in which from 1643 to 1648 the negotiations to the later Westphaelian Peace had taken place, together with Muenster at the same time. 90 BPW ladies sit down on the historical wood banks. Thus, we increased the woman ratio in the hall considerably. Because at the walls hung approx. hundred Portraits of the negotiation-leading gentlemen at that time, but only two lady portraits beside those. 

The mayoress of Osnabrueck, Mrs. …. , drew our attention to this matter and gave us a very cordial welcome in the Council Hall.

Finally, there was one moment, which constitutes the completely special about this kind of international meetings for me. The Letvian BPW women started singing a song from their homeland. We set up ourselves in a circle, took us by the hands, and swayed to the sounds of the music in the impressing historical scenery. Moments, which go under the skin. 

One day after, then also the Germans sang at the festive Buffet in the hotel Advena. First the European hymn, Beethovens "Joy of beautiful God sparks" and then spontaneously a three-part canon. Thus, today’s straight tipp was: Have the "Mundorgel" songbook in the luggage with for future international celebrations and meetings! 

There would be still much to report of the Hanseatic Days from Osnabrueck. A further highlight was definitively the tour of the company Moelk press sale. Here, the owner and manager Mrs. Gabriele Simon, female boss in third generation, catered us marvelously with coffee, tea and enormous amounts of cakes, gateau and whipped cream and told besides many interesting details about the sale of newspapers and press articles in Germany.

Crowning conclusion on Saturday evening was the attendance at the discotheque Alando. A great Coverband heated on the singular Ambiente of the almost tropical club, the mood became hot.

My conclusion of the Hanseatic Days 2006 is: The contemplative city Osnabrueck has much more to offer than you may think at first sight. And in case one is out and about with women from completely Europe, interesting discussions and meetings came up completely automatically. 

The next international Hanseatic Days will take place from 10. - 13 May 2007 in the Westphalian city Lippstadt. The BPW Hansenetwork again will be active involved and invites already now all BPW's very cordially to the 27. International Hanseatic Days! In the supported programm, it will go first for 2-3 days to Amsterdam, where BPW Amsterdam, Twinningclub from BPW Bremen, will receive us. The Estonians and Letvians already assured their coming in any case.

